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Employers’ liability insurance, although comparatively 
new in this country, is recognized by all employers of large 
numbers of men as being as necessary as fire or life insur- 
ance. The business is a growing one, but it needs extremely 
careful watching to prevent losses running away with the en- 
tire premium receipts. One feature that gives managers 
much trouble is the collection of premiums in accordance 
with the fluctuating payrolls of the assured. The aggregate 
of the weekly or monthly payroll of an employer forms the 
basis on which premium is collected, and many contractors 
and other employers are reluctant to report increased pay- 
rolls to the insuring company. Agents, therefore, are re- 
quired to be on the alert to discover discrepancies of this 
nature, and to collect the correct premium due. There have 
been instances where agents made such collections promptly 
enough, but failed to turn over the money to the company 
represented. Where there are fluctuations in the amount of 
the payrolls, the assured is quick enough usually to claim re- 
turn premiums if there has been a reduction from the amount 
named in his application, but is conveniently blind as to any 
increase. Employers’ liability insurance is worked on a very 
close margin at best, and agents should be especially vigilant 
in collecting full premiums on payrolls as well as from every 
other feature of the business. 





THE strike of steel workers ‘ias taken on greater propor- 
tions during the past week, the men in several of the Western 
plants having joined the strikers. They at first refused to 
cbey the orders of the strike leaders, but after being person- 
ally appealed to, voted to break their contracts with their 
cmployers, and accordingly stopped work. This encouraged 
others to join the strikers, so,that the steel works in half a 
dozen or more cities are at a standstill, and about 100,000 
men lying idle. The employers show no signs of surrender- 
ing to them, and there is a possibility that the strikers will 
call for the co-operation of other trades unions, which, by 
“sympathetic strikes,” could seriously embarrass the building 
interests of the whole country. Where there are so many 
men idle, disorderly elements are sure to congregate, and the 
1esponsible citizens in the affected place are apprehensive of 
serious outbreaks when the employers attempt to start up 
their mills with non-union labor. The Mayor of McKeesport 
has sided with the strikers, and virtually declared that he will 
not afford police protection to the mill property, and will 
cause the arrest of any non-union men found in that city look- 
ing for work. With such indorsement it will not be surpris- 
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ing if riot, incendiarism and bloodshed accompany the un- 
fortunate strike in that city. Thus iar the strikers have been 
orderly and well behaved, so far as observing the peace is 
concerned, and the leaders are to be commended for holding 
them in check, but the fire that is smoldering is liable to 
break out at any moment at the instigation of the “looters” 
who hang about the strikers. Insurance companies seek to 
protect themselves from losses incurred through public dis- 
order, but, nevertheless, every such event is regarded with 
grave apprehension by them. The fact that insurance policies 
do not cover losses that result from rioting. makes the situa- 
tion for propertyowners all the more serious. 





‘ 


Some of the parties handling “surplus lines” in New York 
city appear to be getting dangerously near the “dead line,” 
the crossing of which would subject them to severe penalties. 
Indeed, it is a matter of speculation whether one or more of 
them have not already made themselves liable to punish- 
ment. A portion of section fifty of the insurance law reads 
thus: 

No person or corporation shall act as agent for any foreign insur- 
ance corporation in the transaction of any business of insurance 
within this State, or negotiate for or place risks for any such corpora- 
tion, or in any way or manner aid such corporation in effecting in- 
surance or otherwise in this. State, unless such corporation shall have 
fully complied with the provisions of this chapter. 

The words “foreign corporation” have been judicially con- 
strued as including those of other States of the United States. 
Certain small companies of another State, which could not 
comply with the requirements of the New York law, have 
the temerity to advertise openly the addresses of their “New 
York offices.” If brought to book, the representatives of 
these concerns would probably endeavor to shield themselves 
by alleging that they have written no risks on New York 
property, or else have placed such risks through brokers 
or agents holding special licenses to deal with unlicensed 
companies. Even though the last mentioned defense were 
true, we do not see that it would relieve them from guilt, as 
the special license only authorizes the New York agent of 
the insured to carry through the New York end of the trans- 
action. On the other hand, the law prescribes punishment, 
consisting of a fine of $500 for the first offense and $100 for 
each month of continuance in violation, for anyone who shall 
“aid such corporation in effecting insurance, or otherwise, in 
this State.” If it should be claimed that the New York 
representatives of unlicensed companies do not violate the 
law by “effecting insurance,” a great deal of interest would 
attach to the meaning of the words “or otherwise.” It is 
difficult to understand what business, aside from insurance, 
such picayune companies would have to transact in New 
York which would warrant them in maintaining offices in 
that city. 

* * * * * * * 

While upon this subject it may not be out of place to speak 
of another advertisement in a New York newspaper, which 
announces that surplus lines are “accepted” for certain com- 
panies not authorized to do business in the State. Although 
this firm, or a member of it, is licensed “to act as agent to 
procure policies of fire insurance from corporations, persons, 
partnerships and associations which are not authorized to do 
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business in this State,” it is apparent that, if empowered to 
bind such companies, the licensee must act as agent for them, 
and not simply as agent for the insured in procuring their 
policies, and would thus be amenable to the law. 














SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 
IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 


Among a certain coterie of companies, the report comes that 
storage trade continues good. There is no discounting the fact that 
the warehouse business of the metropolitan section is controlled 
directly by a very few offices. All of the other companies get their 
quota through reinsurance. 

That the aggregate of insurable values has not only kept up thus 
far this year, but has shown evidence of resuming the volume of 
previous years, is a most satisfactory feature. It also indicates that 
the trend of commercial methods is particularly in line with a policy 
of tariff revision, which will rather increase than diminish the value 
of imports—hence a proportionate increase in demands for storage 





insurance. 

Circular No. 251 indicates that some two hundred odd brokers 
failed to renew their certificates when they expired in July. Quite 
a number of the brokers thus affected report that they did not re- 
ceive any notices that their licenses were about to expire. 

The recently published statement, relative to the proposed pur- 
chase of the Imperial Insurance Company by the Alliance, solved 
a peculiar rumor emanating from the Pacific coast, and which 
reached New York one day prior to the press announcement of the 
possible union. The Western rumor was to the effect that there 
might be a consolidation of two old and wealthy English companies, 
both of which were not (by any means) the same as those mentioned 
in the newspapers on the following day. 

Richard A. Munroe, for many years One of the principal special 
agents connected with the metropolitan and suburban departments 
of the Lancashire Insurance Company, will, on September 1, enter 
the service of the New York Fire Insurance Exchange as inspector 
and surveyor. 

Within the past few years the borough of Brooklyn has claimed 
to be in possession of an area known as “Brownsville.” It is stated 
that the borough of Manhattan has a section of its own which might 
properly be called by the same name. 

Yesterday was held the regular monthly meeting of the New York 
Board of Fire Underwriters. The Fire Patrol figures were read off. 


The new merchandise forms, A and B, printed on Exchange water- 
marked paper, are ready for delivery. They read as follows: 

Merchandise, Form A—Add Forty Cents to Base Rate of Ware- 
house.—On merchandise the property of the assured, or held by 
said assured, in trust or on commission, or sold but not delivered 
WHHIS QOTRRINGO OAR: 5 oi!eus uggs Meo es mwels eee sarees This policy 
does not cover, attach or apply to any of the following: Acids, am- 
munition, artificial flowers or feathers, celluloid goods, chemicals, 
cigars, cigarettes, drugs, electrical goods, explosives, fibre, fireworks, 
naval stores, oils, oiled clothing, photographers’ supplies, patterns, 
petroleum or petroleum products, poisons, rags, tobacco, toys, 
zylonite goods. This policy shall not attach, apply to or cover 
any merchandise insured more specifically or more generally than 
this policy covers. Other insurance permitted without notice until 
required. Attached to and forming part of policy No. ............ 
Insurance Company. 

Merchandise, Form B—Add Twenty-Five Cents to Base Rate of 
Warehouse.—On merchandise the property of the assured, or held 
by said assured, in trust or on commission, or sold but not delivered 
Whe EGHAMIMOUIN. Coon eains aseen ove anes bee ao ye This policy 
does not cover, attach or apply to any of the following: Acids, am- 
munition, antiques, artificial flowers or feathers, artists’ materials, 
bags, bagging, burlaps, celluloid goods, chemicals, cigars, cigarettes, 
Chinese and Japanese goods, cotton batting, curiosities, curios, drugs, 
druggists’ sundries, electrical goods, electroplates, explosives, fans, 
fibre, firecrackers, fireworks, flags or banners, frames gilded or 
carved, fruits (green or preserved), furnishing goods, grass cloth, 
gums, herbs, hops, instruments, kid gloves, laces, leaves, liquors, 
matches, matting, meerschaum goods, millinery, mirrors and mirror 
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plates, models, music boxes, musical instruments, naval stores, 
needles, negatives, oils, oiled clothing, optical goods, patterns, petro- 
leum or petroleum products, photographers’ supplies, photograj)]is, 
pictures, plants, plush goods, poisons, rags, ribbons, roots, shoddy, 
seeds, spices, statuary, straw goods, theatrical properties and scenery, 
tobacco, Tonqua or Vanilla beans, toys, toilet articles, trimmings, 
watch springs, wood or willow ware, wines, zylonite goods. This 
policy shall not attach, apply to or cover any merchandise insured 
more specifically or more generally than this policy covers. Otlier 
insurance permitted without notice until required. Attached to and 
forming part of policy No. .............. Insurance Company. 
Life and Casualty Notes. 

Thomas Tileston, formerly special agent for the North German, 
has opened a brokerage office at 29 Liberty street. 

Weed & Kennedy, who have for two years past represented thie 
Phcenix Mutual Life of Hartford in the metropolitan district, have 
decided to discontinue this branch of their business. William C. 
Johnson has been appointed their successor, and will assume the 
duties of his new position on September 1. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 

The report of Deputy State Fire Marshal Rice, in the case of the 
explosion, in July, in the residence of James Means, at Manchester, 
Mass., seriously injuring several persons and wrecking the house, is 
interesting, as it shows how such an explosion can occur, particu 
larly when gross neglect exists. Mr. Rice says: 

I find that the identical machine which exploded (an acetylene gas 
generator used for illuminating the house) was in a hardware store 
in Manchester on December 6 last, and exploded there, causing fire. 
I find that Mr. Means’ coachman was in charge of the generator and 
charged it two weeks before the explosion. He complained to the 
-family that the machine was leaking gas, but no notice was given to 
the dealer who furnished it. The machine was inspected when put 
in and pronounced all right by the company. 

Mr. Means’ own statement is: 


I proceeded to draw off the water in the machine, and to replace it 
with fresh water. I then put in the carbide. * * * I noticed 
that the acetylene gas continued to escape, and there was a gurgling 
sound emitted. I remained by the machine twenty minutes, and was 
turning to go when the explosion came. My theory is that the gas 
escaped into the kitchen and was exploded by the kerosene lamp, or 
by the stove. 


No finding has yet been made in the case. 

Advances in insurance rates have been ordered by the Boston 
Board of Fire Underwriters, and a list of establishments within the 
city limits that are affected by the order has been submitted. It in- 
cludes a number of coal and lumber yard risks, upon which the ad 
vance is about twenty-five per cent. 

The Boston Insurance Company alters its dividend of five per cent 
each half year to three per cent quarterly, and the directors express 
opinion that the time has arrived when the rate can be safely changed. 
The company was organized in 1873, with $300,000 capital. The 
capital is now $1,000,000, and the company has earned, since organ- 
ization, $3,992,366, or nearly seventeen per cent on the stock. Of 
this amount $2,280,000 has been distributed in dividends. The assets 
June 30, 1901, were valued at $3,620,063, and the net surplus was 
$1,712,336. 

The recommendation has been made, in the New England Insur 
ance Exchange, that, inasmuch as the New York standard policy 
is used in New England, the Exchange lightning clause be so re- 
vised as to specify that the policy does not cover loss caused by wind 
storms, including cyclones and tornadoes. 

Col. Harry Russell of OBrion & Russell has arrived home from 
Europe. 

The New England Insurance Exchange is soon to issue a volume, 
after the style of a year-book, which will be hereafter. issued once in 
three years, supplements appearing in the interim. 

J. A. Kelley of John Sise & Co., Portsmouth, N. H., has been 
appointed special agent of the Phenix of New York for Maine, New 
Hampshire and Vermont. 


The Boston Manufacturers Fire Insurance Company reports for 
July, fire losses, $9530. 

On November 1 William B. Medlicott of Springfield will assume 
entire charge of the business of the Manchester Fire of England, as 
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special agent, at which time George H. Allen, special agent in Bos- 
ton, will retire from the services of that company. 

The semi-annual returns of the Boston Protective Department 
are being printed, and will soon be made public. Their appearance 
is being eagerly looked forward to, inasmuch as they will give the 
standing of the various fire insurance offices and the amount of 
business they have been doing. Undoubtedly the report for the 
half-year will show a considerable shortage in premium receipts, 
which is owing, in part, but not wholly, no doubt, to the retirement 
from this State of certain fire insurance companies. It must be 
remembered that times and conditions have changed, and whereas 
Boston underwriters, only a few years ago, did a very large business 
in writing lines on goods in warehouses, merchandise, such as wool, 
cotton, boots and shoes and dry goods, now many of the manu- 
facturers, with improved fire protection, find that they can insure 
cotton and wool as cheaply on their own premises as in warehouses 
in Boston. Wholesale dealers in boots and shoes and dry goods 
do not generally carry large stocks that call for insurance, but they 
sell from samples and fill orders direct from the mills. Wool, par- 
ticularly, is still quite an important item for underwriters, as Boston 
is the center of the wool trade of the country; but these natural 
changes incident to the times have as much, or more, effect upon 
the reduction of totals as has the decreased writing capacity caused 
by the withdrawal of companies. But what Boston underwriters 
have lost through changed conditions they are bound to regain 
through the increased value of property, which is going on very 
rapidly in the city. 

The Boston Protective Department has issued its semi-annual list 
of the premiums received by every fire insurance company doing 
business in the city. This year the assessment has been materially 
increased, due to the extra expenses incurred by the department in 
increasing its sphere of action, and to the decrease in the premium 
receipts. Last year the assessment was one and three-eighths per 
cent on premiums received from buildings and two and one-quarter 
per cent on all other property. For the first six months of the 
present year it is one and one-half per cent on buildings and three 
per cent on merchandise. The total amount of premiums received 
for the past half-year amounted to $1,675,883.27, of which $633,355.57 
was insurance on buildings and $1,042,527.70 on contents, the assess- 
ments for the maintenance of the protective department yielding 
$40,776.16. 

Life and Casualty Notes. 

The fraternal insurance companies are deeply interested in the 
civil action brought by Dr. Henry C. Lull of Boston against the 
Supreme Council of the American Legion of Honor. Dr. Lull claims 
that he submitted to a physical examination in 1887, and was fur- 
nished with a certificate of membership calling for an insurance of 
$5000. He alleges that the defendant broke its contract by amend- 
ing its by-laws August 21, 1900, so as to make $2000 the highest 
amount paid by the organization. The plaintiff claims that he has 
always been ready and willing to pay his assessments on a basis of 
$5000 insurance, but the defendant has refused to recognize the 
original contract. For breach of contract Dr. Lull has fixed the 
amount at $6000, which he asks the defendant to pay. 

Among the late returns under the State lobby act, the New York 
Life Insurance Company reports having paid $300 for services of 
counsel in the last legislature. 

One Samuel W. Munsell, formerly accountant for the Masons 
Fraternal Accident Association, now in the hands of a receiver, has 
a scheme for forming an organization, to be known as the Masonic 
Mutual Accident Association of Springfield, and the Insurance De- 
“artment has received the preliminary papers.. It would seem that 
Mr. Munsell should have waited until the cheerful public had for- 
gotten, in a measure, at least some of the late “horrible examples.” 


THE SOUTHERN FIELD. 

A deal of confusing comment has been raised about the new 
cotton forms lately passed by the cotton committee of the South- 
Eastern Tariff Association, and the unfavorable features have been 
vigorously fought. The strongest opposition to the transit form has 
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come from several Atlanta firms and their brokerage agents, who 
last year enjoyed extremely latitudinous privileges under a special 
form allowed them. These parties have declared their intention 
of appealing to the executive committee, which meets at Asheville 
on August 28, for a restitution of the old form. In view of the 
fact that the new transit form was drawn by special requirement 
and direction of President Stockdell and the executive committee, it 
seems hardly reasonable to expect a compliance with this demand. 
On the other hand, these dissatisfied firms and agents will find it 
a difficult matter to carry out the threat they have made to place 
the business with Eastern brokers, for the business is small and not 
sufficiently attractive to induce anyone to jump a fence for it. It is 
well understood that a simple transit risk is purely nominal, but it has 
been confused with storage privileges, first allowed and afterward 
abused, until it became evident that the risk was being badly over- 
ridden, and that a radical separation of the transit and storage 
features was absolutely necessary to the safe and intelligent con- 
duct of the business. Cotton carried on transit forms has been car- 
ried for months at compresses, where the risk was often rated as 
high as three or four per cent, while the transit rate was only fifteen 
to seventeen cents per hundred. The time allowance of fifteen days 
made under the new transit form is liberal enough for all transit 
purposes, but the pinch comes in the requirement of excess for 
each day over this limit and the writing of a specific policy for all 
storages and diversions. It seems that shippers must accept this 
restriction or else go to the marines with the risk, but in this they 
would find little comfort, either in rates or time allowance. Many 
fire underwriters consider this business as belonging properly to the 
marines, and would encourage this disposition of the matter, but 
for consideration of the interests of their locals, who would thus 
miss the business. Shippers would probably be satisfied to have 
transit cottons go upon the responsibility of the railroads, but for 
the fact that cotton bills of lading generally go directly to the bank 
as a basis for cash advances, and few bankers would want a collateral 
subject to the forfeiture conditions of delay and diversion. A banker 
requires absolute security, and the indemnity insurance must be im- 
mediate and continuous. This will cause a specific discrimination 
on his part between cotton in storage and in transit, so that the 
division of these classes will be thus rendered radical and extensive. 
In all reforms it is well to bear in mind the fact that the prime ob- 
ject of insurance is to insure—to furnish the insurer with the exact 
indemnity that he requires, and if the conditions of the cotton busi- 
ness make necessary the institution of a form of policy without 
limit, restriction or contingency of any kind, it may be furnished, but 
certainly at a higher rate than the nominal seventeen cents per 
hundred named for straight transit risks. 


The executive committee of the Georgia Association of Life Un- 
derwriters has hit upon a plan of protection that may be characterized 
as a happy medium, in that it avoids indiscriminate bidding for 
agents without employing trust restrictions or a black-list. When- 
ever a manager sets adrift an agent whose methods he finds radically 
objectionable, he will nail a danger signal to the derelict by filing 
notice with the secretary of the association. This notice does not 
contain any statement of cause or circumstances, but merely notifies 
other managers that the subscriber possesses information of interest 
concerning that particular agent. Any manager interested may 
apply directly to the subscribing manager, and the details of objec- 
tion may be passed privately between them. The plan should prove 
moderate and effective. 


NOTES FRO?1 PHILADELPHIA. 

The assistant superintendent of the Pennsylvania Railroad’s insur- 
ance department, Robert H. Newbern, started last week for a West- 
ern trip. Much of his time, it is expected, will be spent in the State 
of Colorado. 

A. B. Earle, who. recently resigned as secretary of the Insurance 
Company of the State of Pennsylvania to take up the general insur- 
ance business, has located in the Imperial building, at 411 Walnut 
street, this city. 

Assistant Manager R. Emory Warfield, of the Philadelphia de- 
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partment of the Royal, left on the 9th inst. for a vacation of about 
a month. His trip will consist principally of a sea voyage from 
Boston to the island of Jamaica and return. 


The Philadelphia Fire Underwriters Association has notified mem- 
bers that the following acetylene gas generators have been, for 
cause, withdrawn from list of generators heretofore permitted by 
that association, viz.: Boston, Chicago, Jewell, Copf, Liberty, 
Morley, Wing. 

Circular No. 405 of the same association is as follows: 


The rules and requirements of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers, for the installation of automatic sprinkler equipments, as 
recommended by the National Fire Protection Association (edition 
of 1901), with supplementary rules to apply to sprinkler equipments 
under the jurisdiction of this association, have been adopted, to take 
the place of the “Regulations governing installation of automatic 
sprinklers,” adopted by this association November 7, 1898, and the 
same allowances in rate will be made for equipments installed under 
the new rules, as have been heretofore allowed for equipments in- 
stalled under the 1898 standard. 


The danger of gasolene and its great explosive force has again 
been almost tragically illustrated. Mrs. R. A. L. Chamberlin, sev- 
enty years old, would have been burned to death as the result of an- 
other gasolene accident, had it not been for her timely rescue by 
E. J. Bowen, a young man of this city, who was her boarder. In 
cleaning Mr. Bowen’s room on the morning of the 12th, she used 
about a gallon of the liquid-to be sure that any insects in the room 
would be exterminated. Fearing that she had not used sufficient, she 
procured another gallon, which she was carrying in her hand. The 
day was rainy and the windows nearly entirely closed, thus prevent- 
ing the escape of the fumes. She was still using the gasolene when 
Mr. Bowen entered, and just inside the door stepped on a match; 
the resulting explosion blew the windows out, set fire to the room 
and threw Mrs. Chamberlin and Bowen off their feet. In an instant 
her clothing was ablaze, but fortunately Bowen recovered conscious- 
ness in time to drag her into the hall, and smother the flames in 
her clothing. A nearby drug clerk rushed to the house with two 
siphons of seltzer water and put out the fire before the fire depart- 
ment arrived. Mrs. Chamberlin and Bowen are. both severely 
burned. 

Inspector McDevitt, in commenting on this latest explosion, says: 


Gasolene is more deadly than dynamite, and yet it is constantly 
used by thousands of persons, especially foreigners, who are abso- 
lutely unfamiliar with its great destructive powers. The recent 
‘ordinance of councils, which forbids the keeping of more than a 
gallon of the explosive in a place without a permit does not obviate 
the danger. It comes from those who use it in small quantities. 


In speaking of the recent Locust street accident, he says: 

A gallon, or a gallon and a half, of it could have caused that ex- 
plosion, and also the one on South street a couple of years ago, which 
was also so disastrous to life and property. 

The report of Fire Marshal Lattimer on the South street explo- 
sion was very promptly handed to Director English on Wednesday 
last. After it had been gone over by the director it was handed to 
Coroner Dugan, but its tenor is foreshadowed by the arrest of George 
B. McClemmy, who conducted the grocery store at 1014 Locust 
street, and the subsequent refusal of either the court or coroner 
to admit him to bail. The State legislature and the city councils will no 
doubt shortly be asked to make the law governing the use and stor- 
age of this dangerous article more stringent, and also make provision 
for the strict enforcement of the law. 

A statement on a card recently sent out by W. Bennett Gough 
of 218 South Fourth street, who is agent for several companies, in- 
dicates a return to first principles. It is as follows: ‘No business 
sought direct; purely an agency office.””’ Not so many years ago this 
was the plan on which all large agencies were run. In fact, the 
large business of companies, like the 7Etna, Hartford, Liverpool and 
London and Globe, and Royal, was built up on just,such a policy 
as this, because brokers felt that they were never in danger of having 
their lines sought after direct. . 

W. B. Flickinger, president of the Pennsylvania State Association 
of Local Fire Insurance Agents, is out with a circular notifying mem- 
bers and those interested that the second annual meeting of the 
association will be held at Harrisburg on the 22d inst., and soliciting 
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applications for membership. The dues are $2 per annum, including 
membership in the National Association. He says: “Asa matter of 
State pride, every Pennsylvania agent should be willing to assist in 
making this association one of the strongest in the country.” 

W. Bennett Gough and J. W. Miller, Jr., have been appointed 
the committee on organization of the new Insurance Society oi 
Philadelphia. 

The notice that the Grand Rapids Fire Insurance Company oj 
Michigan has reinsured all its outstanding risks in the National oj 
Hartford brings to mind the fact that this same company retired 
from this city a number of years ago, after having reinsured its risks 
here in the Royal of England. 

Some of the most widely known brokers in this city should cut 
out and paste in their hats the explanation of the application of the 
eighty per cent coinsurance, which recently appeared in THE SpE 
TATOR; it really would be of use to them. 

A Philadelphia paper, in a recent issue, speaks of three gentlemen, 
who will constitute a new firm of stock brokers, and because it docs 
not know what they will call themselves, suggests that they fix on 
a scheme such as that which a Princeton graduate and a Pennsyl- 
vania man, who formed an insurance firm did—staked the order of 
precedence on a football game, which gave the Red and Blue the front 
seat in the band wagon. Philadelphia insurance men can easily guess 
the name of the firm referred to. 


Life and Casualty Notes. 

A. N. Waterhouse of the firm of Lambert & Waterhouse, the Phil- 
adelphia general agents of the Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
New York, sailed last week for a two months’ trip abroad. 

Manager A. B. Charles of this city is one of the leaders thus far 
for the year, of the Colonial Life, in the industrial branch. C. A. 
Lilly of Easton, another leader, has been promoted to the manager- 
ship of a new section, called West Philadelphia, which has just been 
created by dividing the agency already established in this city. 

Accompanying a circular letter of General Agent E. H. Plummer 
of the Berkshire Life Insurance Company, soliciting business for 
his company, is a statement of the actual results to date of the five- 
year accumulative policy issued in 1885, with the names of fifty of 
Philadelphia’s most prominent citizens, who are policyholders in 
the company; also the letters of several others, speaking in a very 
complimentary way about the company. This kind of advertising 
is the kind that suits people in this conservative town, where the 
disposition is to accept only the contracts of those companies that are 
recommended by some personal friend or by some prominent citizen. 

Those companies engaged in insuring property against loss from 
sprinkler leakage have come to realize that the sprinkler tank itself, 
which, of course, is a part of the equipment, is a very serious menace 
to the property; and this not always because of a weakened condi- 
tion due to age either, as was proven recently by the bursting of the 
tank of the Shoemaker & Busch equipment, at their wholesale drug 
house, north side of Arch street, above Fifth street, this city, which 
equipment, by the way, had just been installed. The loss to all parties 
concerned was considerably over $1000. Companies hereafter will 
probably, when making inspections, pay about as much attention 
to the security of the tank as to the heads themselves, as the loss 
from a bursting tank is usually so much more severe than that from 
the ordinary leaking of one head. 

E. A. Nelson, who formerly was located in Chicago as Northern 
Illinois manager of the Equitable Life, will hereafter have charge 
of the Eastern Pennsylvania branch of the Germania Life Insurance 
Company of New York, with headquarters in the company’s offices in 
the Bullitt building, Philadelphia. 








—Papers in the 500 cases against stockholders of the insolvent Minneapolis Fire 
and Marine Mutual, which were filed in Justice Clarke’s court a few weeks ago 
are nearly all served. The attorneys for some of the defendants will probably 
bring suits to trial in a short time, although if they do not, all will wait until the 
Supreme Court makes its decision in the three test cases to be tried in a few 
weeks. 
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Experience of English Temperance Life Offices. 
BY J. M. SKINNER 

All life is subject to conditions or environment, and as life itself 
depends upon the contingents surrounding it, so also it may be 
shortened or lengthened according to circumstances attending it. In 
certain places and trades known as unhealthy human life is shortened, 
which, under more favorable surroundings, is lengthened. Diet, at- 
mosphere, avocation and habit all have a marked effect upon life. 
This is clearly evidenced by the death rate in certain professions. 
Thus, clergymen, who usually lead clean, healthy lives, are noted for 
their longevity. On the other hand, saloonkeepers, who are not, as 
a rule, careful in their habits, have an exceedingly high rate of mor- 
tality. It appears to be as true to-day as in Solomon’s time that 
wisdom carries length of days in her right hand. 

It is now becoming generally recognized that the alcohol habit is 
one of the main factors in determining length of life. No life office 
will knowingly accept the proposal of anyone known as a hard 
drinker. Evidence of a very striking kind is rapidly accumulating 
which shows that even the moderate use of alcohol is prejudicial to 
health and longevity. In England about a dozen life offices recog- 
nize this fact in one of two ways: (1) By giving a reduction of pre- 
mium to abstainers, or (2) awarding them a larger share in the profits. 
The Scottish Temperance Life Insurance Company has, from its 
formation in 1883, worked its business in two sections, giving total 
abstainers a reduction of ten per cent in their premiums. Last year 
the Sun, one of the oldest life offices, established in 1810, opened a 
special section for abstainers, giving them a reduction of five per 
cent in their premiums. 

The office having the largest experience in abstainers’ lives is the 
United Kingdom Temperance and General Provident Institution, 
which was established in 1840, and has accumulated funds amounting 
to upward of seven and one-quarter million pounds. It is one of the 
largest English mutual offices, and a member of the Royal family 
holds a policy in it. This office was started by a Quaker named 
Robert Warner, who was refused by another office, unless he paid a 
higher premium because he was an abstainer. Having absolute faith 
in the principle of abstinence, Warner, with the help of others, who 
were mainly Friends, launched the Temperance Provident. For a 
number of years only abstainers were admitted. Later on the lives 
of carefully selected moderate drinkers were accepted, but the two 
classes were always kept separate and distinct, and the bonus, or 
profits, awarded each five years, as earned by the respective sections. 
The following table gives the mortality experience of this office dur- 
ing the past thirty-five years, in periods of five years: 


TEMPERANCE SECTION, 






































YEARS. Expecrep CLAIMs. Actua Cams, rok 
Policies. Sum Assured, Policies. | Sum Assured. 
| 

10669 sua os bales 549 £100,446 qr | £72,676 

187 5-Fiie wnat anenehee 723 | 139,819 SII | 97:773 

1876-4042 .pa suas xs 933 | 193.748 6sI | 126,142 

18BI-B§. oe ccocctser 1,179 268 272 835 | 168,003 

1886-0: ciwdeehiaenns 1,472 359.061 1,015 259,114 

189I-Qiic sca tuepewies 1,686 430,211 1,203 278,815 

1806-08 ss Seesircccare 1,900 505,332 1,402 | 370,374 

8,442 £1 996,889. 6,028 | £1,372,897 

a GENERAL SECTION. 
YEARS. — Pe sitesats 1 baupeeias : ACTUAL em. 

Policies. . Sum Assured. Policies. Sum Assur d. 

1,008 £196,352 944 £230,297 

1,268 257,450 . 1,330 255,062 

1.485 311,326 1,480 322,644 

1,670 367,214 1,530 327,100 

1,846 429,046 1,750 388,913 

1,958 476,558 1.953 462,201 

2,058 535,686 1,863 477.145 

IT 293 42,573,632 10,850 42,463,362 

















A glance at the above table will show that the claims by death in 
the abstainers’ section were 2414 less than the number expected. In 
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the general section, which is larger, the actual claims by death were 
only 443 less than expected. Those in the temperance section al- 
ways receive a correspondingly larger share in the profits. The 
bonus for the past five years was recently declared, and amounted to 
£10 per £100 assured to those in the temperance section, and 
£8-10-0 per £100 in the general section. 

At a previous division of profits, when money earned more, the 
bonus was £11-10-0 and £8-15-0, respectively. On that occasion a 
gentleman who was assured for £15,000 in the general section re- 
ceived a bonus of £1312-10-0. Had he been in the temperance sec- 
tion his profits would have been £1725. Recognizing the fact that 
his occasional glass of wine cost him £412-10-0 in insurance profits 
for five years, he paid a visit to the manager, signed the pledge, and 
was transferred to the temperance section, in order to get the larger 
bonus at the next division. 

The Sceptre Life Association, working on the same lines, has a 
similar experience. It was formed in 1864. Its mortality experience 
for the last fifteen years was: General section, expected deaths, 1658; 
actual deaths, 1332; percentage, 80.34. Temperance section, expected 
deaths, 926; actual deaths, 522; percentage, 56.37. 

The British Empire Mutual, the Imperial, the Victoria Mutual, and 
the Abstainers and General have all a like experience, proving be- 
yond cavil that abstinence promotes longevity. When the Sun Life 
Office announced a reduction in premiums for abstainers The Finan- 
cial Times, commenting on the fact, said: 


A battle has long ranged round the figures of those offices which 
keep their men in separate sections, and always show a higher 
bonus to the longer-lived abstinent. Strenuous efforts have been 
made to minimize these important statistics, and it is quite likely 
they do not mean all that has been claimed for them, but when we see 
a first-rate company, like the Sun, offering a direct and immediate 
cash bonus to abstainers, it looks very like as if the case had been 
proved. 


Thus, the experience of all temperance life offices proves the en- 
hanced vitality of total abstainers. This makes it evident that, when 
they are members of a general life office, abstainers have to pay more 
than their fair share toward meeting demands made by the higher 
death rate of the non-abstainers. Temperance men sometimes de- 
claim against being taxed to support drink-manufactured paupers, 
criminals and lunatics. There is no good reason why they should 
overtax themselves to pay high insurance rates. The American tem- 
perance Life Insurance Association was formed in 1889 to insure 
them on fair terms—which are much lower than the ordinary rates. 
One or two other American life offices recognizing the expediency of 
this have opened special sections for abstainers, at the same rates as 
others, but promising to watch results, and give bigger profits, if 
earned. The A. T. L. I. A., admitting the enhanced vitality of ab- 
stainers, gives them the immediate benefit of the same by a greatly 
reduced premium rate. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


ALABAIIA AND IIISSISSIPPI. 


[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 

The city of Birmingham will soon have one of the best fire departments 
in the country, and the reduction in rates which will follow the inaugura- 
tion of this new condition will be a large saving to the business men of 
the city. The basis being fifty cents, there will be, in some cases, little 
or no reduction, but as the buildings erected take on more of the modern 
in protection and make up, there will be a consequent reduction in cost 
of insurance. 

Contracts have been signed for the erection of two new office buildings, 
one ten stories high and the other six. In the first case the material used 
will be brick and steel, and there is already question of securing a specially 
good rate because of the size of the structure and the fact that it will be 
as nearly fireproof as such things ever get to be. These new structures 
are expected to set a new pace in the matter of getting cheaper protection. 

Citizens of Jackson, Miss., have petitioned the city to improve the fire 
department in order that the rates of insurance may be reduced. They 
are making a strong effort to have apparatus out of commission put in 
and a new engine secured. 

Horses and new equipment have arrived for the department at Colum- 
bus, Miss. This has just gone on a paid basis, and the insurance rate is 
to be lowered. 

The withdrawal of W. J. Dangaix and George Reynolds from the Con- 
solidated Insurance Company of this city gets some new blood into the 
field, J. Cary Thompson becoming secretary-treasurer, to succeed Mr. 
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Reynolds. -C. L. Stickney, former general manager, succeeds Mr. Dangaix. 

Mr. Dangaix and Mr. Reynolds become president and general manager, re- 

spectively, of the Birmingham Savings Bank. SOUTHRON. 
Birmingham, Ala., August 16. 


THE NORTHWEST. 


[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The State Board of Control of Minnesota has secured an extremely low 
rate on the State buildings of Minnesota, after negotiations which have 
extended over a number of weeks. The total insurance to be placed is 
$3,500,000. The rate is one per cent, and the State prison is the only 
State institution which is exempt from the rate. Some portions of that 
building are regarded as extra hazardous. Different rates will be made 
on the different portions of the prison. The one per cent rate will also 
apply to the buildings of the State university. It is understood that about 
$800,000 of insurance on the latter institution, now carried at two and 
one-tenth per cent, will be rewritten at the new rate. 

The receivers of the Minneapolis Fire and Marine Insurance Company 
have begun litigation at New Richmond, Wis., to enforce the payment 
of assessments. Payment has been refused on the advice of counsel, and 
the matter will be fought. 

F. M. Guiwitz, Frank H. Page and F. N. Robinson were arraigned in 
the Municipal Court, in Minneapolis, on a charge of issuing policies in 
a company under the ban of the State Insurance Department—the United 
Endowment Society of America. They waived examination and were re- 
leased on their own recognizance to await the action of the Grand Jury. 

Mrs. Charles P. Preston will continue the insurance business of her 
late husband in Minneapolis, from his old office, room 7, Loan and Trust 
building. P..P. P. 

Minneapolis, August 12. 











COMMUNICATION. 


A Clever Proposition—for the Insured. 
[To THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR. ] 

An insurance was requested of $50,000 on silks contained in two fire- 
proof safes, total amount of silks in both being of the value of $45,000 in 
each. Upon request for division of amount on each safe, the reply came 
as follows: ‘Had there been but one safe and an amount of $50,000 de- 
posited in such safe, you would not have raised any question, but because 
the amount is distributed between two safes, thus reducing the risk prac- 
tically one-half, you decline to accept the risk, upon the ground that you 
will not cover under blanket form of insurance such as this. We think 
you are entirely wrong in your position, and, on reflection, we think you 
will see the risk is improved by covering the two safes as one.”’ 

Which do you think is correct underwriting in this case? I hold that 
one safe could be readily destroyed, while the other one is saved. The 
company is therefore virtually writing two risks for the premium of one. 

New York, Aug. 15, 1901. ARGUS. 

{If the policy were written without a coinsurance or average clause, 
the insured might have $50,000 in each safe and $50,000 total insurance 
applicable to either one in case of loss; the insurance company would thus 
carry two risks, while receiving the premium for only one.—Editor THE 
SPECTATOR. ] 





CASUALTY INSURANCE. - 


—The Pacific Surety Company has recently been licensed to write plate 
glass insurance in Missouri. 

—The Fidelity and Casualty has appointed Charles J. Bosworth general 
agent at San Francisco, succeeding S. C. Pardee. Mr. Bosworth has been 
city agent for ten years. 

—No. 3, Vol. 8 of The Preferred Perambulator has been received. This 
number contains many interesting facts about the Preferred Accident 
Insurance Company, among which is its semi-annual statement, showing 
income of the first six months of 1901 to have been $599,454. 

—The Preferred Accident Insurance Company is soon to issue a new 
form of annuity policy, which will guarantee the beneficiary (any age) 
$10 per week for life. Policy to cost $15 per year and to be sold to any 
‘‘preferred”’ risk whether a present policyholder in the Preferred or not. 
The only ‘preferred’ risks barred are those at present insured under 
their annuity forms. 

—A new surety company, styled the Union Surety Company, has been 
organized at Indianapolis. This new company has a capital of $200,000, 
and the following well-known business men are its officers: President, 
Hugh Dougherty; first vice-president, William A. Guthrie; second vice- 
president, S. E. Rauh; third vice-president, Henry C. Paul; treasurer, 
John F. Wild, and secretary, E. M. Johnson. The company is expected 
to begin business September 1. 

—Two new personal accident policies are now issued by the Employers 
Liability Assurance Corporation. One known as the “Unconditional Com- 
bination Policy’’ provides for full benefits for accidents of every descrip- 
tion, without exception, and double benefits for accidents while traveling, 
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including elevator and burning building accidents. The ‘Fixed Indemnity 
Combination” provides for weekly indemnity up to the principal sum, 
equal to 200 weeks, or life annuity after fifty-two weeks at insured’s option. 
Weekly indemnity for partial disability up to seventy-five per cent of 
amount payable for total disability. One-half the principal for deat} 
caused by sunstroke, freezing, septicemia, hydrophobia or asyphixiation 
Each full year’s renewal adds five per cent of principal sum to death 
benefit. Combination clause provides for double benefits when accident 
occurs in or on a public conveyance without restriction. 


—The Union Surety and Guaranty Company of New York has just been 
licensed in Oregon, and has applied for admission to Washington. Thes: 
States will be embraced in the Pacific department, under the management 
of Philip N. Lilienthal, resident vice-president, and Charles J. Okell, 
manager, San Francisco. A branch has been established in Louisville, 
Ky., with offices in the Louisville Trust building. William G. Wetterer 
is the resident vice-president; Barker & Sullivan, resident counsel, and 
John L. Cochran, general agent. The resident directors are John Hi. 
Leathers, Adam Vogt, W. C. Priest and Erasmus D. Foree. Murray Bros. 
& Co., Greensboro, have been appointed general agents for the western 
district of North Carolina, and Victor H. Boyden, Raleigh, has been ap- 
pointed general agent for the eastern district of North Carolina; Ross 
& Irwin, New Orleans, have been appointed general agents for Southern 
Louisiana. Walsh, Steele & Co., Buffalo, have been appointed managers 
of the department of Western New York, embracing the counties of Erie, 
Niagara, Orleans, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany, Wyoming, Steuben, 
Livingston and Genesee. The other agencies in New York State are being 
reorganized, and have been placed under the agency department, instead 
of a general agent. 

EMPLOYER’S LIABILITY NOTES. 

The Conference Companies have lately adopted new rules regarding 
the securing of pay-roll statements by agents at the expiration of poli- 
cies, with the result that such statements must be secured within sixty 
days after expiration, failing which, the company secures the informa- 
tion through an auditor, and the agent receives only a part of the regular 
commission on the additional premium, if any. In the same way, the 
rules provide that if the agent secures the statement within the pre- 
scribed time, but fails to collect the additional premium, if any is due, 
within thirty days thereafter, in such case also only a part of the regular 
commission will be paid. These rules went into effect July 1, and are ex- 
pected to correct many of the abuses that have for years made the secur- 
ing of proper pay-roll statements almost impossible. 

The next meeting of the Liability Conference will be held during the 
first part of September at Saratoga. This location was selected, as several 
of the managers had never visited this famous spa. ‘Floral fete’’ and 
masquerade week begin September 2, and promise to be the most elaborate 
spectacle ever seen in Saratoga, and it has been suggested that the man- 
agers will take this opportunity of ‘‘throwing bouquets’ at each othe: 
over the conference table, and in this way ‘‘even up’’ on some past dif- 
ferences. The special order of business at the meeting will be the con- 
sideration of local boards, when, how and where to institute and success- 
fully maintain them. 

The most serious recent boiler explosion in New York State occurred 
at the Long Beach Hotel, Long Island, two weeks ago, resulting in prop- 
erty damage of over $25,000. It is almost a miracle that no lives were lost, 
for the boiler that blew up was located in the kitchen of the hotel, and 
there were about 700 guests in the house at the time. The Hartford 
Steam Boiler Company insured the boiler, and will doubtless sustain a 
heavy loss. It is a remarkable coincidence that the Maryland Casualty 
Company insures two other boilers at this point, one in the power house 
of the hotel and one in the pumping station, a short distance away, but 
neither of these boilers were in any way affected by the explosion. This 
latest catastrophe emphasizes the necessity for boiler insurance, for, 
while it will not always prevent explosions, it certainly reduces th 
chances of any such, and, better still, it pays the damages if the explosion 
should occur. 

The annual convention of Factory Inspectors of America will be held 
at Niagara Falls, beginning September 24 next. An extra attendance is 
expected, and many questions will come up of particular interest to liabil- 
ity companies. The value and importance of the Factory Inspection De- 
partment of the various States to these companies is not fully appreciated, 
but is, nevertheless, a fact that the care and vigilance of the inspectors 
has done much to minimize the hazards of manufacturing plants to th« 
direct advantage of the companies. Furthermore, the many factory laws 
enacted from time to time, suggested for the most part by the factory in- 
spectors, have resulted in the improvement and safe-guarding of ma- 
chinery to the highest point of efficiency, and in the corresponding re- 
duction of accidents and injuries. 

It is generally conceded by liability underwriters that the profit in 
the business is derived largely from the additional premiums paid fo! 
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excess pay rolls, but for many years, and, in fact, from the very incep- 
tion of the business, it has been practically impossible to secure the 
proper statements in a large percentage of the policies issued, and even 
in those cases where reports have been rendered, pay rolls have been 
found greatly understated, and it is no exaggeration to say that the com- 
panies have been defrauded out of hundreds of thousands of dollars. This 
has been particularly true of contractors’ risks and teams’ risks, both 
of which constitute some of the most hazardous lines, and in which it is 
necessary for the companies to collect all that is due, to counterbalance 
the exceptionally high loss ratio of these two classes. With the proper 
co-operation of agents and brokers, the new rules should operate for the 
benefit of the companies and likewise the assured, enabling the former 
to compile the experience correctly on each class, and thereby giving the 
assured the benefit of lower rates wherever the same appears justified by 
the loss ratio. 

The new team rates in effect August 1 have met with considerable 
opposition from liability agents in several parts of the country, notably 
in Boston, but the objections have been of no avail, for managers have 
learned by the best of all teachers, Experience, how costly a luxury 
vehicle insurance has been. 

The principal increase in rates occurs in the miscellaneous schedule 
advanced from $12.50 to $15, in department and retail drygoods teams, in- 
creased from $15 to $25, and in automobile schedule, which is doubled “‘all 
along the line,’’ the prevailing rate for private machines now being $50 
in place of $25, and for livery and other public vehicles, $150 in place 
of $75. 

The many gradations in automobile rates indicate how experimental 
has been the business with liability companies since these motor vehicles 
first came into use. Less than two years ago, the largest electric vehicle 
risks in this city were insured on the basis of about $15 per vehicle, but 
the loss ratio mounted so high from the very beginning that it was quite 
usual for the companies carrying these risks to call on the assured during 
the policy year for a further payment. At expiration of the policy, the 
rate was advanced to $25, $50, $60, or in fact to any figure that the 
assured would stand, and in one case a Boston concern paid the enormous 
sum of $500 per vehicle, demanded by one of the conference companies as 
a condition of renewal. Whether this great sum would have been suffi- 
cient to carry the risk with profit will never be known, for shortly after 
the concern went into the hands of a receiver, caused, some jealous com- 
petitors of the company said, partly through the excessive rates paid for 
liability insurance. Suffice to say the greatest losses sustained by the 
companies to date, taking the business by and large have resulted 
from teams accidents, and the recent increases in rates have been made 
necessary by the ever-increasing loss ratio on that class of business. 
With the introduction of electric and cable street railways, motor vehicles, 
bicycles, motor cycles and coaching clubs on the public streets, the situa- 
tion as to accidents becomes more and more complex and will not be satis- 
factorily solved until the era of aerial navigation becomes a practical 
pessibility. 

President George F. Seward of the Fidelty and Casualty Company is 
having five locomobiles constructed for the use of the suburban inspectors 
of that company. They are to be of the ‘‘runabout’”’ pattern, with some 
special features suggested by Mr. Seward. The company has many manu- 
facturing risks in the outlying districts of certain cities, and the in- 
spectors have difficulty in getting around for inspections as frequently as 
desirable. The locomobiles will have buggy tops, specially designed 
wheels and tires, and will be capable of running twenty-five miles an 
hour ‘‘without sweating a hair.’’ If the inspectors who receive these ma- 
chines treat them carefully and find that they expedite their work to a 
profitable degree, additional machines will be promptly put in service. 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Examination of the Knights of Pythias. 
A GENERAL examination of the Endowment Rank, Supreme Lodge, 
Knights of Pythias of the World, of Chicago, was made June 24, 1901, as 
of May 31, 1901, by the Insurance Departments of Illinois and Connecticut. 
The report of the examination goes into ‘considerable detail, especially in 
connection with certain peculiar investments made by the officers dur- 
ing the past few years, particularly the Lexington Hotel mortgages, the 
Texas coal lands, certain personal loans and the Lexington company. It 
appears that the Lexington Hotel Building Company leased the property 
upon which the hotel was built, at Twenty-second street and Michigan 
avenue, Chicago, for ninety-nine years, and issued $250,000 of first mort- 
gage and $200,000 of second mortgage bonds, which were subsequently re- 
funded into $350,000 of first mortgage and $200,000 of second mortgage 
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bonds. The Endowment Rank purchased large quantities of these bonds, 
and after a foreclosure received a preferential certificate for $26,430 and 
nen-preferential certificates amounting to $168,918. As the hotel prop- 
erty upon non-payment of ground rent would revert to the owner of the 
land, the security for these certificates depends upon the earning power 
of the property; and in order to conserve this, the Lexington Company 
was formed and its stock, $50,000, is owned by the Endowment Rank. 
This company purchased the furniture, leased the hotel, and sub-let the 
property to the party who manages the hotel. The wisdom of the series 
of investments in the Lexington bonds is seriously questioned by the 
examiners and they have deducted from the society’s assets as not ad- 
mitted the non-preferential certificates, etc., amounting to $189,152. 

The investment in coal lands in Texas was a sequel to the failure of the 
City National Bank of Fort Worth and was made in order to protect the 
society’s claim against that institution. While persistent efforts have 
been made to dispose of this property, they have not yet been successful. 
Nevertheless, credit was given for the original cost. A comparison of 
the cash balances reported in bank as of various dates, with the actual 
conditions on those dates (and generally they were heavy overdrafts), 
shows discrepancies ranging as high as $110,000. In the cases of over- 
drafts the bank was protected by deposits of securities, said securities 
being deducted in reporting the assets of the order. The failure of the 
City National Bank of Fort Worth involved a loss to the order of over 
$80,000, after allowing for dividends paid and one to be paid. 

In referring to the payment of death claims the examiners say: 


The society under the old management was delinquent in its payment 
of claims, payments not being made in many cases for four or five 
months, and in many instances the officials would seek to effect a com- 
promise when a claim should have been promptly paid. The statements 
of the society filed with the department for the year 1900 show death 
claims unpaid of $419,161.14, representing amounts due under the society 
laws on certificates to the face value of $489,500. In our report we have 
charged in liabilities the face value of the certificates for the fact that 
in many cases they are in suit, and from the past experience of the 
sceciety we believe that judgment will be entered against them. We also 
find that the amount of said unpaid claims should be $546,500. This 
difference is accounted for by $23,000 of December, 1900, claims not 
entered on death register until January, 1901, and $80,000 in claims which 
are in suit and for some reason were not entered on register claims. The 
records were found to be in a very unsatisfactory condition, and it was 
extremely difficult to arrive at the true condition. 


Various irregularities in the handling of funds were referred to by the 
examiners, and the latter state that their work was seriously retarded by 
the insufficient data and records at present in the office. 

As of May 31, 1901, the total ledger and non-ledger assets footed up to 
$625,239.59, but deductions were made by the examiners to the amount 
of $290,383.73, leaving total admitted assets, $334,855.86. The total lia- 
bilities, $560,123.20, included $559,500 of unpaid claims and $623.20 due the 
National Surety Company. A deficiency of $225,267.34 is thus shown, as 
compared with a “balance to protect contracts’’ aggregating $225,807.98, 
as shown by the official statement in the Illinois report for the year ending 
December 31, 1900. The examiners thus make it appear that the Endow- 
ment Rank was $450,000 worse off on May 31, 1901, than was shown by its 
annual statement five months previous. 





The Western of Toronto’s Half Century. 

ON August 31, 1851, a half century ago, the Western Assurance Company 
of Toronto, Canada, was incorporated and began business. At the be- 
ginning of 1876 its subscribed capital was $800,000, of which $391,712 had 
been paid in. Its assets at that time exceeded $1,086,000, and its annual 
premium income was about $700,000. In 1881 the latter had grown, in 
round numbers, to $1,250,000, and its advances, by five-year periods, are 
here indicated: 1886, $1,371,000; 1891, $1,697,000; 1896, $2,220,000; 1900, 
$2,846,000. 

The largest proportion of the Western’s business is secured in the 
United States, where it is justly held in high esteem by both agents 
and insured. In 1899 the company established a branch office in London, 
England, through which it transacts business in the United Kingdom, as 
well as in other parts of the British Empire. Its United States premium 
receipts for 1900 aggregated $1,972,926, while its premiums in Canada 
and elsewhere were $873,433, making a total of $2,846,359. 

For several years before 1886 the paid-up capital of the Western was 
$400,000, but in that year the subscribed capital was increased to $1,000,000, 
and an additional $100,000 was paid in thereon. Six years later another 
$100,000 was paid in, and in 1893 the subscribed capital was raised to 
$2,000,000, with $1,000,000 paid in. Last year the company called in the 
outstanding remainder of the subscribed capital, making its paid-up cap- 
ital $2,000,000. Since the close of last year the Western has increased the 
amount of its securities in the hands of its United States trustees by 
upward of $200,000. The funds so held now amount to $1,189,671, and its 
deposits with the Insurance Departments of New York, Ohio, Virginia, 
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Georgia, California and Oregon aggregate $553,566. Its surplus in the 
United States at June 30 last was $703,971. 

The Western has forged ahead under vigorous management, and has 
long been recognized as an important factor in American underwriting. 
Its directorate and management embrace a number of the representative 
business men of Canada. The Hon. George A. Cox, the president, is also 
president of the British America Assurance Company, as well as of the 
Canada Life Assurance Company and the Canadian Bank of Commerce, 
and is one of the most prominent figures in Canadian financial and in- 
surance circles. J. J. Kenny is vice-president and managing director. 
The growth of the Western and its present position in the United States 
and elsewhere best tell the story of Mr. Kenny’s ability and success as 
an underwriter, and he is highly esteemed throughout the insurance world. 

The company is ably represented throughout the United States by a 
corps of competent agents, and its recent acquisition of a goodly volume 
of premiums through its reinsurance of the major portion of the United 
States business of the North German of Hamburg is a further indication 
of its progressive ideas as relates to its United States department. 

The chief representatives and field men of the Western, who have con- 
tributed so much to its success in this country with their departments, 
are as follows: Eastern department (including the States of New Jersey 
and New York, excepting New York city)—E. J. Knowles, manager, New 
York; F. K. Locke, special agent. Metropolitan department—W. L. Per- 
rin, manager, New York, New England States—Fred B. Carpenter, gen- 
eral agent, Boston, Mass.; special agent, Thomas H. Dooley. Southern 
department (including the States of Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Indian 
Territories)—George J. Dexter, manager, at Atlanta, Ga.; special agents, 
J. A. Sullivan, A. B. Prescott, H. H. Hirsch and Wirt Leake. Western 
department (including the States of Colorado, Arizona, Utah, Montana, 
Nebraska, Wyoming, Kansas, Washington, Idaho, Oregon, California and 
Nevada)—H. T. Lamey, manager, at Denver, Col.; special agents, E. L. 
Reed, R. ¥'. Magill, H. F.. Benedict, W. B. Westlake, W. L. W. Miller and 
H. J. Schaeffer. Northwestern department (including the States of Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa and Northern 
Illinois)—George W. Hayes, manager, at Milwaukee, Wis.; special agents, 
John H. Griffith, R. L. Bruen and George R. Crosley. Special agent for 
Pennsylvania, Louis Wiederhold, Jr., Pittsburg, Pa.; for Virginia, Mary- 
land, West Virginia, Delaware, District of Columbia, Grayson Burruss, 
Baltimore, Md.; for North Carolina, W. W. Smith, Raleigh, N. C.; for 
Kentucky and Tennessee, H. B. Hart, Cincinnati, Ohio; for Indiana and 
Southern Illinois, L. C. Butler, Indianapolis, Ind.; for Missouri, W. R. 
Townley, St. Louis, Mo.; for Michigan, James A. Jones, general agent, 
Detroit; for Ohio, H. M. Gibbs, Columbus, Ohio. The company operates 
in all States except New Mexico. 





Better Fire Protection for Southern Towns. 

A RECENT issue of The Manufacturers Record contained the following list 
of towns in Southern States that are considering the question of providing 
better means of fire protection: 

Roanoke, Ala.—Waterworks and electric light plant being built at ex- 
pense of $35,000, recently appropriated. 

Kissimmee, Fla.—Contemplates constructing system of waterworks in 
connection with electric light plant. Bids now open. 

Starke, Fla.—Will install complete system of waterworks and electric 
lights. 

Paducah, Ky.—Improvement of water supply being considered. 

Hattiesburg, Miss.—Consulting engineer retained for construction of 
waterworks, for which $30,000 was recently voted. 

Gloster, Miss.—Has appropriated $23,000 for waterworks and electric 
lights. 

Greensboro, N. C.—Reported that water tank and tower will be built. 

Gallatin, Tenn.—Bonds for $6000 to be issued to improve waterworks. 

Danville, Va.—Contemplates issuing $6500 bonds for enlargement of 
water mains. 

Franklin, Va.—Contemplates constructing system of waterworks and 
enlarging electric light system. 

Norfolk, Va.—Recommends construction of a new water main of larger 
size from pumping station to city. 

Kaufman, Tex.—Affirmative vote on proposed issuance of $20,000 bonds 
for construction of waterworks. 





The Chronicle Fire Tables. 
THE 1901 edition of this valuable publication, covering the fires of the 
year 1900, has been issued by the Chronicle Company, New York. In 
reund figures the losses shown in the last five years are as follows: 1896, 
$118,000,000; 1897, $116,000,000; 1898, $131,000,000; 1899, $153,000,000; 1900, 
$161,000,000. It will thus be seen that the year 1900 is a close second to 
1893, the year of greatest loss, when the waste amounted to over $167,- 
500,000. In 1900, 109,092 risks were burned, very nearly half of this num- 
ber being dwellings, boarding-houses, etc. Retail and wholesale stores 
occupy next place in the list with 17,547 fires, the third place being held 


SPECTATOR 





































































[Thursday 


by livery stables and barns, the number being 16,337. Of the total num- 
ber of fires, about twenty-three per cent are attributed to defective flues, 
explosions, spontaneous combustion, etc.; one-fifth to sparks, lamp acci- 
dents, carelessness in the use of matches, candles, gas jets, cigars, etc., 
and about one-third to exposure. Less than eight per cent are attributed 
to criminal or mischievous causes. Over $4,000,000 of loss is reported as 
due to electricity. 





Semi-Annual Statements of Fire Insurance Companies. 
BELOW will be found extracts from the statements of a number of fire 
insurance companies for the six months ending June 30, 1901. Statements 
of foreign companies are for their United States branches. The column 
of assets and surplus, as of January 1, 1901, is included to facilitate com- 
parison. 





















| oad SURPLUS OVER 

: APITAL AND ALL 

: Prat rad sod Orner LiastLitigs. 

COMPANIES. et og 
1901. 1901. 

| July1, Jan. 1, 

} 1901. 1901, 
Agricultural, Watertown $2,336,682 | $2,283,558 $713,515 $543,541 
Allemannia, Pittsburg . 550,441 0,805 90,971 95,439 
Boston, Boston .......... 3,564,463 3,420,069 1,656,736 1,548,227 
British America, Toronto.. 1,276,133 1,310,063 470,892 457,879 
Buffalo Commercial, Buffalo. 354,290 349,048 26,992 35,71 
Buffalo German, Buffalo... wx 2,054,721 2,028,732 1,446,780 1,447,374 
Caledonian, Edinburgh =a 1,947, 1,910,618 661,076 2 
Citizens, Be Weed ss. ssceccces tes 444,695 456,229 121,301 132,567 
Continental, New York............ 11,058,887 | 10,638,271 4,653,859 4,510,539 
Concordia, Milwaukee .......+..+-- 983,680 964,860 149,926 159,971 
County of Philadel Mik, Fula... << 949,303 931,785 141,860 137,736 
Eagle Fire, New York............. 1,481,200 1,422,891 875,256 782,832 
Delaware Philadelphia shin haseReat deve 1,529,499 1,563,452 4,040 98,029 
Detroit Fire and Marine, Detroit. 1,402,324 1,355,839 706,647 645,521 
Fire Association of Phila., Phila.. 6,263,991 6,295,759 728,728 865,5: 
German, Freeport ...........esesee: ,801,839 3,475,405 1,234,629 1,035,722 

German, Peoria ...............+000. 483,728 488,807 159,090 167, 
German-American, New York.....| 8,977,710 8,676,281 4,394,361 4,267,712 
Germania, New York............... 5,173,966 4,963,800 2,354,354 270,975 
Girard Fire and Marine, Phila.. 2,018,787 2,021,102 617,801 615,425 
Glens Falls, Glens Falls............ 3,432,931 3,436,899 2,151,233 225,95 
Grand Rapids, Michigan........... 405,5: 436,757 35,607 42,0 
Greenwich, New York....--.------. 2,074,454 1,890,327 206,340 200,517 
Hamburg- Bremen, Hamburg ..... 1,555,706 1,586,976 70,855 499,581 

Hanover, New RE ice si. x 2ep sue e 3,184,868 159,779 483,559 J 
Hartford, Hartford .....+:+++++++ee 1,060,374 | 11,119,255 3,548,179 2,522,760 
ome, New York......ccccccsseene 4,406,450 | 13,637,834 5,601,815 5,297,499 
Temperial, LOnGon ..scscccscceessece 1,891,440 ,894, 1 806,972 
Indemnity, New York............. 356,605 379,652 27,198 69,780 

Lafayette, New York............... 437,182 394,974 47 28,1 
Law, Union and Crown, London.. 705,463 700,785 448,452 407,947 
Liv. & Lon. & Globe, Liverpool.. 9,679,575 9,804,902 4,522,112 4,704,728 
Manchester, Manchester .......... 1,896,384 1,841,098 505,025 651,693 
Merchants, Newark ...........-.6. 1,373,661 »388,7. 135,912 182,005 
Michigan Fire & Marine, Detroit. 768 821,713 144,945 170,480 
Milwaukee Fire, Milwaukee....... 440,714 33, 83,78 99,851 
Milwaukee Mechanics, Milwaukee.| 2,525,659 2,519,913 1,301,174 1,355,352 
WNSSSEU, BIGOKIVA 2.0 cccccccesccece 584,676 568,474 271,876 249,757 
National- Standard, New York..... 574,548 549,310 124,759 155,694 
Newark, Newark, N. J............. 85,86 690;,2: 286,275 525 
New Hampshire, Manchester...... 340, 3,414,920 953,237 1,003,255 

New York Fire, New York........ 415,966 432,274 54,066 71,1 
Niagara, New York.............00 3,081,156 2,899,390 902,897 1,835 
Northern, > eee 550,233 537, 147,844 134,253 
Northwestern Nat’l, Milwaukee.. 2,945,935 2,955,139 1,005,140 1,000,631 
Ohio Farmers Leroy sin dale aienlegbie 1,127,498 1,118,486 161,295 149,731 

WEUeER. POW VOC 6.500650. ccecc088 410,498 387,315 86,738 83, 
Pennsyivania, Philadelphia nenenden 5,349,562 5,334,222 2,093,212 2,159,184 

Phenix, Brooklyn .............0006 6,217,792 5,994,705 1,710,04 ,533, 
Phoenix, London ................05 2,887,803 2,932,623 624,158 792,615 
Prov. -Washington, Providence.. 2,141,897 2,169,547 60,457 471,239 
Queen of America, New York.. 4,794,115 4,751,382 2,212,711 2,349,204 
Reading, Reading ................. ,078 2,254 74,072 282,290 
Reliance, Philadelphia ............ 1,011,938 1,015,407 215,604 223,876 
Rochester German, Rochester..... 218,561 1,205,710 488,076 571,921 
Royal, Liverpool .......0..ssccceee 7,459,249 7,187,715 2,727,559 2,484,044 

Royal Exchange Assur., London..| 1,510,062 1,526,588 810,214 805,4 
Salamandra, Russia ................ 712,016 766,6 210,478 381,021 
Springfield F. and M., Springf’d... 5,119,169 5,159,623 1,662,435 1,818,241 
St. Paul F. and M., St. Paul...... 2,855,012 2,606,392 763,745 693,810 
Teutonia F. and M., Dayton, O... 572,601 565,345 396,418 390,727 
ERENCE, PEE oo civessconse cess 1,051,273 1,046,992 366, 353,627 

Be ae ee Pee 2,548,919 2,432,197 1,213,515 006, 
Union Assurance, London........ 1,605,943 1,643,662 777, 724,310 
Westchester, New York........... 3,086,458 3,005,015 1,174,979 1,219,258 
Western Assurance, Toronto...... 2,168,687 2,016,371 703,971 638,431 
Western Underwriters, reer 498,008 487,103 31,129 42,454 
Williamsburgh City, Brooklyn.. 2,175,668 2,066,300 1,171,445 1,120,895 

















—The Insurance World says that J. L. Whitlock, Western manager of the Glens 
Falls, has been active in the anti-gasolene crusade for several years, and has 
just issued a new circular, based upon the recent Philadelphia explosion and one 
on a Chicago yacht. He says there is ‘‘only one safe place to keep gasolene, and 
that is at the bottom of the Dead Sea. The storage of gasolene in every city, village 
or hamlet, or its use for fuel or illuminating purposes should be prohibited by 
jaw. As you value your own life and property, and that of your neighbors, lend 
your influence toward having the death-dealing, fire-distributing, home-destroying 
stuff banished from your community.” 
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MERE MENTION. 


Life Insurance Notes. 
—The Bearers Reserve Fund Fraternity was recently organized at Stoughton, 
Wis. 
—A new fraternal, the American Buffaloes of Dimondale, Mich., has been 
authorized by Commissioner Barry to do business. 





—A new association at Green Bay, Wis., known as the Wisconsin Accident and 
Sick Benefit Association, will begin business September 1. 

—Edgar F. Cochran, formerly assistant cashier in Cincinnati for the New York 
Life, was arrested recently in Detroit on the charge of forgery. 

—A new company, under the title of the Security Life and Annuity Company of 
Greensboro, N. C., it is said, will begin business about September 1. 

—W. J. Greenwood of Indianapolis, formerly with the Northwestern Mutual, 
has been appointed general agent for Indiana for the Home Life of New York. 


—John Koehler, agent of the Metropolitan in Milwaukee, was found dead in his 
room last week. Death is believed to have been due to gas escaping from a 
defective gas jet. 

—Robert Morrison, Deputy State Insurance Commissioner, has filed a petition 
in Judge Johnson’s court, asking to be discharged as receiver of the Denver Life 
Insurance Company. 

—Steps have been taken by the Southern branch of the National Dental Asso- 
ciation to have the condition of the oral cavity included in the medical examina- 
tion by life companies. 

—Mrs. E. Baker has been appointed manager of the woman’s department for the 
State Mutual Life in Ohio, by State Manager H. H. Ward, with offices in the 
New England building. 

—At the national council of the Knights of Columbus, held in Cliff Haven last 
week, it was decided to adopt the step rate, or graded system, of proportioning 
premiums to risks. This will increase rates within the order. 

—Thomas R. Raitt, New Jersey manager for the Sun Life of Canada, left, last 
Saturday, to attend the annual outing of the company, to be held this year in the 
kideau Lake region, in the Province of Ontario, August 20 to 24. 


—The mysterious disappearance of Colonel John H. Jessup, agent at Lyons, 
N. Y., for the Metropolitan, was recorded last week. Colonel Jessup’s accounts 
were in good shape, and no explanation of his disappearance can be found. 


—Judge Wing of the United States Circuit Court at Cleveland has decided that 
the county commissioners must pay the judgments obtained by the New York Life 
and the New England Mutual for non-payment of the Central Armory bonds. 


—The board of trustees of the Minnesota Life Insurance Company (formerly 
the Bankers Life) has decided to increase the board of directors from five to 
seven, and has elected as new members Albert H. Lindeke aand Kenneth Clark. 


—D. R. Travis, senior member of the firm of Travis & Garrison, metropolitan 
manager for the Security Mutual in New York, is the subject of a very interest- 
ing sketch in the August issue of The Security Agent, published by that com- 
pany. 

—Harry W. Hutchins has resigned his position as general manager of the Na- 
tional Life of Vermont, and has taken the same position with the Young Mens 
Mutual Life Association of Cincinnati. Mr. Hutchins will assume his new 
duties September 1. 

—M. C. Gray of Gray & Burgess is to be manager for Michigan for the Provi- 
dent Savings, succeeding Fred G. Macgoun, who is compelled to retire owing to 
ili health. Gray & Burgess have been State agents for the Fidelity Mutual, which 
agency will be retained by Mr. Burgess. 

—Rockwell Keeney of Somersville, Conn., father of President Keeney of the 
Hartford Life, died at his home Sunday last from the effects of a paralytic 
shock. Mr. Keeney was seventy-nine years old, and for many years had been one 
of the prominent business men of Connecticut. 

—The following have been appointed delegates to the Portland convention by the 
Hudson Valley Life Underwriters Association: George A. Cantine, New York 
Life; H. S. Bull, Home Life; F. M. Cantine, New York Life; C. P. Sadlier, 
Life Insurance of North America; M. H. Linnell, Prudential; P. B. Van Deusen, 
Mutual Life. 

—Townsend & Crehan, Denver, Col., State agents of the Travelers Insurance 
Company, have dissolved partnership, by mutual consent, and the agency for the 
States of Colorado and Utah is now in the name of Charles H. Townsend. Mr. 
Crehan is at present in New York, and will likely continue with the company in 
another field. 

—The Security Agency Association is composed of agents of the Security Mutual 
Life, writing and settling for $35,000 of new business a year. In addition to com- 
missions, each year the company divides among ‘members of the association, pro 
rata, one per cent of its gross income on new business. A large number of the 
agents are already on the roll of honor. 

—The suicide of Andrew Syverson at Providence in July, owing, it is said, to 
domestic troubles, was remarkable in that Syverson, who had three years previ- 
ously taken out a policy containing a three-year suicide clause, waited until the 
day after the expiration of that clause before taking his life. By the terms of 
the policy his widow gets $1000, if payment is not contested. 

—A charter of incorporation has been granted the Canadian Life Insurance 
Association, Limited, offices at Toronto, and capital $2000. The object of the 
association will be to advance the interests of life insurance companies in Canada 
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by watching over legislative matters and promoting uniformity of administra- 
tion, and co-operation in matters affecting the common interests of the com- 
panies. - 

—The North American Life Assurance Company has just issued an attractive 
pamphlet entitled “Facts and Figures,” with a very fine reproduction from a 
photograph of an oil painting of the first president of the company, the late Hon. 
Alex. Mackenzie, M. P. The pamphlet gives figures showing the condition of the 
company, as well as letters and newspaper comment regarding the company. 

—E. H. Lestock Gregory, formerly assistant manager of the Pacific division for 
the AEtna Life of Hartford, has been placed in full charge of the business of the 
life department for California, with the title of assistant manager, pending per- 
taanent adjustment upon the arrival of an executive officer of the company. Mr. 
Gregory succeeds the late H. B. Houghton. John H. Stevens continues in full 
charge of the accident department for the State, and will devote himself in future, 
as tor the past few years, exclusively to that branch. The death of Mr. Houghton, 
on June 29, came as a surprise and a great sorrow to his many friends. He was a 
young man, apparently in perfect health, refined and courteous, and such a repre- 
sentative as any life insurance company can ill afford to lose. ; 

—At the annual convention of the National Association of Life Underwriters, 
to be held at Portland, Me., September 11, 12 and 13 next, the following topics, 
among others, will be discussed: “‘The best means of securing responsible and 
geod agents.” “Does advertising life insurance pay?” “At what point should 
competition for a risk cease?” ‘Do printed comparisons as to the respective 
merits of companies help or hinder solicitation?” ‘Under what conditions should 
association members seek to secure the services of men already employed by other 
companies?” ‘How should solicitors be so educated and encouraged as to insure 
their success?” Headquarters for delegates will be at Falmouth Hotel, and ses- 
sions of the convention will be in the reception room of the City Hall. 


Fire Insurance Notes. 

—The Lion Fire intends to withdraw from Indiana in the near future. 

—Henry A. Whipple has been appointed receiver for the Security Mutual Fire 
of Omaha, Neb. 

—C. P. Russell of Los Angeles, Cal., has added the Alliance of London to his 
list of companies. 

—The Scottish Union and National is reducing its lines, and is limiting its 
agencies to protected towns. . 

—H. Grinnell & Sons have been appointed agents of the Springfield Fire and 
Marine at Grand Rapids, Mich. 

—The Ohio Grain Dealers Mutual Fire Insurance Protection Association has 
been incorporated at Columbus, O. 

—The annual meeting of the Local Agents Association of Colorado, Wyoming 
and New Mexico was held August 19. 

—Through the reinsurance of the Grand Rapids, W. F. McBain is now agent 
for the National of Hartford at Chicago. 

—Isaac N. Fooks died in Georgetown, Del., on August 5. He was Insurance 
Commissioner of Velaware from 1889 to 1893. 

—The Northwestern National ias begun a rate war in Evansville, Ind., offering 
to write preferred and mercantile business at war rates. 

—Union companies are insisting that the consequential damage clause be applied 
to the risk of the Consolidated Brewing Company of Chicago. 

—The Board of Public Works is making a careful inspection of the electrical 
wiring of Monroe, Mich., and placing it in a thorough condition. 

—Charles S. Hill has been appointed special agent of the National of Hartford 
for Colorado, Wyoming, Utah and New Mexico, from September 1. 

—The Journal of Commerce and Commercial Bulletin intimates that the Alliance 
of London is negotiating for the purchase of the Imperial of London. 

—R. M. Williamson of the Indemnity Exchange, arrested in Augusta, Ga., re- 
cently for soliciting business without a license, pleaded guilty, and was fined $250. 

—David Marshall, a Chicago underwriter, is the man picked out by some of the 
fire insurance men to take the secretaryship of the Fire Underwriters Associa- 
tion. 

—J. M. Hilton has taken a position as examiner in the Western department of 
the Phenix of Brooklyn. He was formerly special agent of the Lancashire in 
Illinois. 

—Manager Dornin has appointed Gutte & Frank of San Francisco metropolitan 
managers for the Springfield Fire and Marine. They formerly represented the two 
Magdeburgs. : 

—The Camlin agency, which is said to represent the greatest number of com- 
panies of any agency in this country, has bought the agency of J. T. Merrill of 
Rockford, Ill. 

—Captain H. E. Wentworth and others of Topeka have organized the Kansas 
Fire Insurance Company under the mutual laws of that State. A. H. Burtis of 
Garden City will be president. 

-J. J. Coffey & Co. of Chicago have been appointed first agents of the Me- 
chanics and Traders of New Orleans. They will also represent the National of 
Hartford in place of the Grand Rapids. 

—The receivers of the Susquehana Mutual of Harrisburg are attempting to collect 
assessments from policyholders near Reading who have decided to resist payment. 
The assessment amounts to about $40,000. 

—One of the fiercest fires Honolulu, Hawaii, has ever seen was the burning of 
the Hall building, at the corner of Fort and King streets. In this block were 
the firms of E. O. Hall & Son, Ltd., and Lewers & Cook; the loss of E. O. Hall 
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& Son was $140,000, with only $91,000 insurance, while the loss of Lewers & Cook 
was well covered by insurance. 

—W. R. Hooper, third: vice-president and general manager of the South Atlantic 
Life Insurance Company of Richmond, Va., was in town this week. 

—A committee from the Council and the Board of Aldermen of Louisville are 
conferring with the city attorney, endeavoring to prepare an ordinance providing 
for the placing under ground of all its electric wires. 

—On account of the heavy losses in Minnesota, particularly in St. Paul, where 
the losses amounted to a quarter of a million dollars more than the premium re- 
ceipts, the rates have a decided tendency to advance. 

—The home office of the Royal Exchange refuses to make the affidavit of com- 
pliance with the’ anti-compact law which was required by the Insurance Commis- 
sioner of Texas, and so will have to quit doing business in that State. 

—On account. of certain merchants being unable to obtain conditions in policies 
that the ordinary insurance companies will not concede, the York Merchants As 
sociation has organized a fire insurance company, capitalized at $100,000. 

—lIowa agents have asked for a ruling from the Insurance Department, being 
fearful that the organizing of a branch of the National Association be considered 
illegal. An association will be formed if the Auditor’s opinion is favorable. 

“The report of the State fire marshal of Ohio for the year ending August 1, 
1901, shows that 549 investigations were made, and evidence was taken in 160 cases 
by the deputy marshals. The total number of arrests for arson was forty-three. 

—It is said that a spark from a locomotive of the Illinois Central Railroad fired 
the elevator.near the tracks of Rantoul, thereby causing a loss of $175,000. Twenty- 
eight companies have pooled their issues to file subrogation suits against the rail- 
road. 

—H. H. Klayer, who for some time has been troubling the /£tna, has filed a 
complaint: against ex-Commissioner Van Cleave of Illinois, causing his arrest on a 
State warrant, charging him with larceny of certain records and photographs 
from the Insurance Department. 

*+-The Buffalo Board of Fire Underwriters says the electrical wiring of Exposi- 
tion buildings at Buffalo has been put in a thorough condition. The transformers 
have been surrounded with cement walls and asbestos, and the oil will not ingite 
at'a temperature below 358 degrees. 

—Comptroller-General Wright of Georgia said, in answer to the protest of the 
Southern Fire of Atlanta against not being allowed to operate in its own State: 
“TI will not grant permission for any company to do business in Georgia that has 
not ‘sufficient available capital to meet all claims.” 

-—Finance says: “It now appears that Charles B. Squire has shaken the dust 
of Cleveland from his feet, and will no longer be a factor in Ohio insurance mat- 
ters. The Cleveland Fire Insurance Company, which has existed for a few weeks 
in name only, is apparently not to be developed at the present time.” 

—Galen Nichols, County Attorney in Topeka, who is attempting to prove the 
violation of the anti-trust laws of Kansas by fire insurance companies, started 
on his homebound trip from Chicago the first part of this week. It is said that he 
is somewhat discouraged at the nature of evidence that he has been enabled thus 
far to secure. 

—The Insurance Commissioner of New York has informed Commissioner Folk 
of Tennessee that the receiver and attorneys of the defunct Manhattan Fire are 
endeavoring to adjust the company’s accounts and collect certain sums from 
various sources, but that their report will not, in all probability, be ready for 
several months. 

—The German Alliance is continuing the litigation begun some time ago against 
former Superintendent Van Cleave of Illinois, and has filed a bill in equity to 
perpetually enjoin the former Superintendent and Superintendent Yates from 
turning into the State treasury moneys which the companies claim have been 
illegally collected upon gross premiums. 

—An effort to bring back to Mayfield, Ky., insurance companies which have 
withdrawn on account of the recent heavy losses there has been made by the 
city council of that city in passing an ordinance fixing annual license fees for 
all commercial and manufacturing enterprises, the proceeds of which are to in- 
crease the efficiency of the fire department. 

—The Wichita plant which the Jacob Dold Packing Company has decided to re- 
build will be the nearest to a fireproof packing house in this country. The build- 
ings will have extra thick fire walls, with roofs and floors of brick. The buildings 
will communicate by means of open steel bridges, and will be equipped with stand- 
pipes and hose. The city of Wichita will extend the water main within a reason- 
able distance of the plant, : 

—The following gentlemen have already been selected to respond to the “roll 
call of States’? at the annual meeting of the National Association of Local Fire 
Insurance Agents at Put-in-Bay: Clarence S. Pellet, Illinois; John J. Barrett, 
Kentucky; Phil. A. Rush, Mississippi; Emmett Rhodes, New York; A. P. Ross, 
Ohio; W. P. Weld, Arkansas; A. D. Jones, Washington; J. N. Manson, Wiscon- 
sin; Fred Guenther, Michigan. 

—A local optimist on fire insurance conditions is said to have sent out letters, of 
which the following is a copy: ‘Dear Sir—Organizing a fire insurance com- 
pany, with $200,000 capital; desire parties who are willing to invest for any 
amount from $500 up, who would take agencies or office positions. If you have 
funds, real estate mortgages or national bank stocks, and feel inclined to connect 
yourself in this manner, call upon me any day this week between five and six 
o’clock at below address.” 

—It is understood that at the meeting of The Union at Round Island on Sep- 
tember 18, 1901, the separation platform, left over from the June meeting, will be 
the first subject of discussion. The following committee has been appointed on 








[Thursday 


order of business for this meeting by President De Camp: I. S. Blackwelder of 


the Niagara, Fred S. James of the National. of Hartford, G. H. Lermit of the 
Northern, P. D. McGregor of the Queen, J. S. Belden of the London and Lanca- 
shire, and A. J. Harding of the Springfield. 


—The Point Breeze fire in the Standard Oil Company’s works at Philadelphia, 
which, in all probability, will burn for several days, is still raging. Tank after tank 
is bursting and being consumed by the flames, causing death and disaster. ‘The 
company carries its own insurance, and the loss now reaches in the neighborhood 
of half a million dollars, and it is expected that before the fire is extinguished it 
will reach a million dollars or over. Every effort of the firemen seems to be 
powerless, and thus far three lives have been lost. 


—The annual meeting of the National Association of Local Fire Insurance 
Agents at Put-in-Bay, Ohio, September 9, 10 and 11, 1901, is held the same week the 
Grand Army of the Republic meets at Cleveland, and hence offers an opportunity 
for low transportation rates. It is suggested to those who contemplate attending 
that they consult with their local ticket agent for general particulars regarding 
rates, dates tickets are placed on sale, return limits, etc. As a general preposition 
agents from the East and South should buy round trip railroad tickets to Cleveland, 
and boat tickets to Put-in-Bay Island, thereby being able to check baggage direct to 
Hotel Victory. Agents from the South and West may make more satisfactory 
connections by purchasing round trip railroad tickets to Cleveland, via Toledo or 
Sandusky, leaving the train at either point and taking the boat to Put-in-Bay. 
Agents from Michigan, Chicago and West, going via Detroit, can purchase 
through round trip tickets by rail to Detroit, including boat to Cleveland. Dis- 
regard the latter, and take direct steamer to Put-in-Bay. Tickets for home are 
good any time prior to September 15, and may be extended as late as October 
8 by paying a fee of fifty cents. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The September number of “Sunshine,” issued by the Sun Insurance Company of 
Canada, contains numerous interesting articles and illustrations, chiefly concerning 
New Jersey people and places. 

E. W. G. de Gyulay has favored us with a copy of the Journal of the Institute 
of Bankers of New South Wales, containing an article by him on “Some Fire and 
Marine Insurance Items of Interest to Bankers.” 


“Industrial Life Assurance,” by A. M. Eddy, general secretary of the Citizens 
Life Assurance Company, Ltd., of Sydney, N. S. W., is the title of a leaflet con- 
taining news of industrial insurance in Australia. 

Fire Insurance by States from 1880 to 1900 has been received. This volume is 
compiled by Charles A. Jenney, F. S. S., and shows the record of “Fire Risks 
Written,” of “Fire Premiums Received,” and of ‘Fire Losses Paid,” for twenty 
years, by States. 

The Standard Publishing Company favored us with a copy of the Standard In- 
surance Directory of New England, which not only covers that territory throughly 
in great detail, but also gives the names, locations, officers and capital of the 
leading fire and life insurance companies. 








EIGHTH EDITION. REVISED AND EXTENDED. 


PROMINENT PATRONS 
or LIFE INSURANCE 


We have just issued the eighth edition of Prominent Patrons oF Lirg INSURANCE 
giving the names of several th d prof nal and b men who are insured in 
sums exceeding $50,000, and the amounts of their insurance. This edition contains many 
more names than did the seventh edition, A number of 


LETTERS FROM PROMINENT CITIZENS 


of the United States and Canada, giving their views on life insurance, are inserted in the 
work, thus giving increased value and importance toit. The work has been considerably 
enlarged, and an improved form of arrangement adopted in the previous edition retained, 
so that agents will find this edition of even greater value than the seventh The mini- 
mum amount of insurance recorded is $50,000, while the maximum is upwards ofa 
million and a half, showing in this practical form the estimation in which so many prom- 
nent professional and business men hold life insurance. The States and Territories 
are arranged in dee wocgrapeical order. sai dhecg is <a printed on exceilent 
paper, and durably bound in a form convenient for the et. 
PRICES: Single copies, 50 cents ; 100 copies, $40 ; $00 copies, $150 ; 1,000 copies, $250 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


95 William Street New York 














135 Broadway, New York, 
wants experienced Gneral Agents for the principal cities in the States 
of Pennsylvania. New York, West Virginia, Kentucky, South Carolina 
and New Jersey, for a general surety, indemnity and fidelity bond 


business, Liberal contract to right people. 
Address: J. P. STEFFNER, 
Superintendent Agencies. 


: ae UNION SURETY AND GUARANTY COMPANY 


